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gathered their retainers together, and attacked and
defeated the Nawab's forces. Syed Ahmed wrote a
detailed account of this to the Commissioner of Meerut,
and Mr. Cracroft Wilson, Special Commissioner, who
at once wrote directing him to take over the adminis-
tration of the district for the British Government, in
conjunction with Deputy-Collector Mehmud Rehmat
Khan and Mir Turab Ally Tehsildar. Syed Ahmed
did so, and had the news proclaimed by beat of drum
throughout the district.

For nearly a month all remained quiet, and mail-
runners were sent regularly between Bijnore and
Meerut. Unfortunately, contrary to Syed Ahmed's
urgent remonstrances, the Haldour Chowdry attacked
and plundered the Mohammedan village of Nagina, and
slaughtered a number of its inhabitants. The Moham-
medans, however, rallied, drove out the Chowdry's
men, went in a body to the Nawab, and represented
that, as the English Government could afford them no
protection, he should take over the administration of
the district. The Nawab accordingly attacked Bijnore
with a large following and captured it. Syed Ahmed
fled to Haldour. All the Mohammedans were against
him, being under the impression that he had either
instigated or sanctioned the Chowdry's raid on Nagina.
The Nawab attacked and took Haldour, and Syed
Ahmed fled to the village of Chandpur, where ho, on
foot, footsore and weary, was surrounded by a crowd
of Mohammedans, several thousand strong, who yelled
out, " There is the man who brought about the mas-
sacre of Mohammedans at Nagina! " Aided by some
friends, he managed with great difficulty to elude them,
and reached Meerut after several weeks' exposure and
danger. En route, at Garhmukteshur, a ferry on the